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Uzbekistan’s history of statehood occupies a special place for the figure of Amir 

Temur. He is remembered in history not only as a great commander and a powerful 

politician but also as a great statesman who created a perfect system of state governance. 

The centralized state system established by Sahibqiron served to ensure political stability, 

economic development, and social justice in its time, and these aspects serve as an 

important historical basis for the formation of modern civil society institutions. 

Today, the concept of civil society is interpreted as a system of free citizens, social 

institutions expressing their interests, and balanced relations with the state. From this 

perspective, it can be observed that in Amir Temur’s statehood experience there were 

important principles aimed at ensuring harmony between society and the state. 

The state governance system created by Amir Temur was distinguished by strict 

discipline, well-thought-out political mechanisms, and principles of justice. In governing 

the state, Sahibqiron did not rely on randomness or subjective decisions, but acted 

according to clear norms, rules, and experience. These aspects are particularly reflected in 

the work Temur Tuzuklari, where the main principles and rules of state administration are 

systematically presented. This work is not only a political-legal document but also an 

important source reflecting the governance philosophy of its time. It deeply covers issues 
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such as the responsibilities of the ruler, duties toward society, maintaining balance between 

social classes, and ensuring order and discipline. [5] 

In particular, the principles of “council” and “consultation” imply that governance 

should rely on collective decision-making rather than absolute authority. This ensures a 

certain level of openness in governance and consideration of the interests of social groups. 

The principle of “firm decision-making” ensures stability and consistency in governance, 

while “caution” emphasizes the need to carefully analyze consequences before making 

political decisions. Together, these principles demonstrate the necessity of balanced and 

rational governance. This, in turn, contributes to prioritizing public interests, ensuring 

social justice, and strengthening citizens’ trust in the state. From this perspective, the 

governance principles introduced by Amir Temur align with the main ideas of modern civil 

society institutions, such as the balance of social interests, a culture of consultation, and 

responsible governance. [2–14] 

According to historical sources, Amir Temur pursued a policy based on the principle 

of justice toward all social strata. In Sahibqiron’s governance, state interests were 

prioritized over personal interests, which is one of the key features of his political activity. 

He paid special attention to maintaining social balance between different strata and 

harmonizing their interests. This contributed to the formation of social stability and mutual 

trust in society. [7] 

In Sahibqiron’s political views, the concept of justice occupies a central place. 

According to him, the strength of the state is primarily determined by the establishment of 

justice in society. Therefore, he prioritized ensuring the rule of law, increasing the 

responsibility of officials, and protecting the interests of ordinary people. These aspects 

correspond directly to the principles of human rights, social protection, and equality in the 

modern concept of civil society. [4] 

Furthermore, in the Temur Tuzuklari, it is emphasized that one of the main duties of 

the ruler is to serve the interests of the people, govern with justice, and maintain order in 

society. [3] This laid the foundation for relations between the state and society based on 

mutual responsibility and trust. Evaluating this issue from the perspective of modern 

political thought, Islam Karimov highly appreciated the significance of Amir Temur’s 
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legacy: “Personally, when I read the legacy of our great ancestor Sahibqiron—the 

‘Tuzuklar’—I feel that I gain great spiritual strength” [4–28] (Karimov, 2008). This 

statement shows that the political-legal legacy created by Amir Temur is not only 

historically significant but also continues to serve as an important source for spiritual and 

social development today. 

Economic stability and material well-being are among the key factors in the formation 

of civil society. Only economically strong societies can create the necessary conditions for 

the effective functioning of social institutions, citizens’ activity, and free expression of 

interests. From this perspective, the economic policies implemented during Amir Temur’s 

reign are important in understanding the historical roots of civil society. [5–64] 

Sahibqiron prioritized ensuring economic stability as one of the main tasks of state 

governance. In particular, he paid special attention to securing international trade routes, 

especially the Great Silk Road. As a result of protecting caravan routes, regulating taxation 

systems, and creating favorable conditions for merchants, trade developed significantly in 

the region. This contributed not only to economic growth but also to the expansion of 

cultural exchange between different regions and peoples. [6–180] The increase in 

economic activity led to the formation of a middle class, the development of crafts and 

production, and an improvement in living standards. This process, in turn, strengthened 

social stability and increased citizens’ trust in the state. In an economically stable society, 

individuals are more likely to actively participate in social processes. As a result, a climate 

of mutual trust, cooperation, and social solidarity was formed. This led to the formation 

and strengthening of social capital, one of the key features of civil society. From this 

perspective, Amir Temur’s economic policies not only ensured the development of his era 

but also served as an important historical foundation for modern civil society institutions. 

 

In Temur Tuzuklari, relations between the state and society are regulated based on 

clear norms and principles. This work embodies both the theoretical and practical 

foundations of Sahibqiron’s statehood concept. It emphasizes the state’s responsibility 

toward society, equal and just treatment of the population, and adherence to consultation 

(council and mashvarat) in governance. This highlights the importance of rational 
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governance that considers social interests rather than mere command-based administration. 

[3] 

These principles help establish relations between the state and society based on 

mutual trust and responsibility. In Sahibqiron’s view, the strength of the state is determined 

not only by military power but also by social harmony, the establishment of justice, and 

citizens’ trust in the state. Therefore, he prioritized ensuring the rule of law, discipline, and 

social balance in governance. 

These ideas are to some extent consistent with the theories of Ibn Khaldun on society 

and the state. In his work The Muqaddimah, he emphasizes that the stability and 

development of the state depend on “asabiyya,” meaning social cohesion, unity, and 

solidarity. According to him, a strong state is based not only on external power but also on 

internal social harmony and justice. [7] From this perspective, there is a significant 

conceptual similarity between Amir Temur’s statehood and Ibn Khaldun’s theoretical 

views. In both approaches, state stability is justified by social justice, cohesion, and active 

participation of citizens. This shows that the historical and philosophical roots of the 

modern concept of civil society are deep and multifaceted. 

In conclusion, the statehood experience created by Amir Temur not only ensured 

political and social stability in his time but also served as an important theoretical and 

practical foundation for later historical periods. Although his governance system was 

formed within a centralized state model, it prioritized universal principles such as 

considering public interests, establishing justice, and maintaining social balance. The ideas 

of justice, rule of law, consultation (council and mashvarat), and social balance promoted 

by Sahibqiron align with the main functional and normative principles of modern civil 

society institutions. This shows that his political and legal legacy is not merely a historical 

phenomenon but a continuously relevant philosophy of governance. From this perspective, 

a deep scientific study of Amir Temur’s governance experience and its comparative 

analysis with modern socio-political processes is of great scientific and practical 

importance in the development of civil society. In particular, analyzing this legacy in 

connection with modern governance culture, the rule of law, and civil institutions remains 

one of the most relevant scientific directions today. 
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